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The 400-plus entries in Atrocities, Massacres, and War Crimes: An Encyclopedia provide

accessible and concise information on the difficult subject of abject human violence committed

on all continents. The entries in this two-volume work describe atrocities, massacres, and war

crimes committed in the 20th century, thereby documenting how human beings have

repeatedly proven their capability to commit horrific acts of inhumanity even in relatively recent

times and within the modern era. The encyclopedia covers countries, treaties, and terms;

profiles individuals who had been formally indicted for war crimes as well as those who have

committed mass atrocities and gone unpunished; and addresses human rights violations,

crimes against humanity, and crimes against peace.

From School Library JournalGr 9 Up—With more than 400 alphabetically arranged articles, this

set discusses some of the most horrifying aspects of human conflicts and warfare. The

introductory material briefly reviews the historical record of atrocities and violent excesses

traditionally associated with war, but the majority of the entries describe events of the last

century, when technological advances and industrialization changed the scope and devastation

of war, even as international standards of acceptable conduct of war were rapidly changing.

There are some entries that discuss pre-20th century events, most chosen for their historical or

precedent-setting importance. Articles range from a few paragraphs to 10 pages, with an

average length of two to three pages. Topics include specific events and incidents, laws,

conventions and tribunals that govern warfare, biographical sketches of military and civilian

leaders, overview articles about major topics, such as the Holocaust, and summaries of

lengthy conflicts in war-torn regions or countries. Authors are thoughtful and objective in both

factual coverage and analysis, drawing upon verifiable claims about atrocities, casualties, and

destruction, avoiding sensationalizing details. Although the occasional black-and-white photos

add little, entries are internally cross-referenced, and each has a short list of recommended

titles for further research. Extras include a chronology (which dates back to 689 BCE) and

extensive categorical and subject indexes. Although the topics are unpleasant, this set is well

written and will prove useful as a ready reference or as a starting point for researchers. A solid

purchase for high school and academic libraries.—Mary Mueller, Rolla Public Schools, MO --

This text refers to the hardcover edition.Review"Mikaberidze's Atrocities, Massacres, and War

Crimes: An Encyclopedia collects a wide variety of events, people, and activities over a

significant span of time into one resource. The subject coverage is wide and subjects are

thoughtfully approached from varying perspectives. The encyclopedia is suitable for high

school and undergraduate libraries as well as for a general readership." �Reference

Reviews"This encyclopedia is a solid, well-organized introduction to a violent, unfortunate, yet

important aspect of human history." �Choice"Written for an audience of high school and

undergraduate college students, this very accessible and informative work would be a

worthwhile purchase for libraries serving not only those populations but also most public

libraries as well. An overall excellent contribution to the literature of its field." �Library Journal"A

very good encyclopedia that provides fine overviews on a somber topic. This work is

recommended for high school and university libraries." �ARBA--This text refers to the hardcover

edition.About the AuthorAlexander Mikaberidze is assistant professor of history at Louisiana

State University, Shreveport, and an award-winning author and editor of over a dozen titles,



including ABC-CLIO's Conflict and Conquest in the Islamic World: A Historical Encyclopedia. --

This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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Reading Reader, “Excellent.. Excellent.”

The book by Alexander Mikaberidze has a rating of 5 out of 5.0. 2 people have provided

feedback.
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